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now and then, the loss would be a trifling one compared with the service which it might be able to render. Such a ship would represent a first, cost of less than a quarter of a million dollars, and her maintenance would be a bagatelle. The value of a few aeroplanes is relatively nothing at all Even if ships were lost, their crews would have excellent chances of escape by means of their lifeboats.
For the second line of defense, the fleet of aerial battleships and battleship destroyers, I propose larger air-craft, with a total lifting force of sixty to seventy tons, able to carry large stores of fuel and with a cruising radius great enough to enable them to cross the Atlantic, equipped with powerful wireless, carrying explosives and means of using them against the enemy which cannot be here disclosed.
In case of war it must be expected that now and then an aerial battleship will be lost or wrecked, destroyed by the enemy in battle or drifted away in storms. But these craft cost only a half million dollars each. They are manned by twenty or twenty-five men all told. And they are attacking and perhaps destroying dreadnoughts which cost ten millions and whose crews number eight hundred or a thousand souls.
If ten air battleships should be lost in destroying one of the enemy's dreadnoughts the ad-